potentially toxic elements could lead 
to greater potential land application. 
Also, because soils deficient in or- 
ganic matter utilize plant nutrients 
poorly, the application of compost 
with larger quantities of inorganic 
fertilizers could increase the poten- 
tial productive capacity of selected 
soils. Additional research is needed 
to evaluate the potential benefits 
from compost and sewage sludge as a 
chelating agent. 

Future studies should be con- 
cerned with the effects of various soil 
pH conditions on the uptake of el- 
ements by different plant species. 
Research should also be expanded to 
include effects of municipal compost 
on surface and ground waters, in 
addition to effects of accumulations 
of elements in soil and plants. 

The plots used in this research 
should be monitored for an additional 
5 years to determine the residual ef- 
fects of crop yields and soil charac- 
teristics. Several selected crops 
should be used to determine uptake 
by various plants. The acidity of the 
plots should be altered to determine 
the effects of pH on the availability of 
elements that have accumulated in 
the soil after 5 consecutive years of 
high rates of compost applications. 


CUMULATIVE INDEX 
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